


• 	 Why are Kate, Michael, and Emma so sure that their parents will return when
	 they haven’t seen them in 10 years?

• 	 What is the importance of the scene in the orphanage with Mrs. Lovestock?
	 Why does Kate say things that keep Mrs. Lovestock from adopting them?

• 	 Why is Kate so sure the boat will come when they reach Westport, even when 		
	 nobody has heard of Cambridge Falls?

•	 Compare the different reception the children receive from Abraham, from
	 Miss Sallow, and from Dr. Pym. Why is Miss Sallow so unpleasant to them?

• 	 When they explore the house, why does Michael want to go through the door that 	
	 appears in the basement wall? Why does Kate allow them to go through? Why does 	
	 it take Kate longer than her siblings to accept that magic is real?

•	 What are the Screechers—the morum cadi—and why are they so frightening?
	 What does Kate learn about them from Gabriel that helps her later? What is the 		
	 difference between the morum cadi and the salmac-tar?

• 	 Who is the Countess? How old is she? Why does she exert such power over the 		
	 people of Cambridge Falls? Why does she show the children the vision of the 		
	 society dance in the ballroom?

• 	 After telling Dr. Pym her story, why does Kate feel “oddly light”? (p. 75) What is the 	
	 effect that Dr. Pym has on the girls? Who is Dr. Pym?

• 	 What does the Countess mean when she says the book has “marked” Kate? Why 		
	 does Kate have a connection to the book from the beginning, and how is she able to 	
	 see pictures of past times when she touches its blank pages?

•	 What does the Countess mean when she says, “There is no such thing as chance 		
	 when it comes to magic”? (p. 126) How does she recognize what Kate can do even 		
	 before Kate knows?

• 	 Discuss the importance of Abraham in the story—both in the present and in the past.

• 	 What is the importance of Gabriel in the story? Why does he have such a strong 		
	 connection to Emma, and she to him? How does he know so much about the land?  	
	 Discuss the children’s feeling that “something about [Gabriel] demanded the truth.” 	
	 (p. 154)

•	 Why does Kate follow her visions in the cavern instead of following Gabriel’s 		
	 instructions? Did she do the right thing?

• 	 Compare Granny Peet to Dr. Pym. Does she heal Emma and Gabriel by magic
	 or by medicine? What makes Emma become friends with Dena after they start 
	 out fighting?

•  	 Why did Hamish make a deal with the Countess? What does he hope to gain by
	 finding the Emerald Atlas? Why does Michael stand up to Hamish in the dwarves’ 	
	 throne room and what is the importance of his actions?

• 	 What is the Emerald Atlas? What powers does it have, and who is able to access its 	
	 power? What do you think happened to the other two Books of Beginning?

• 	 Why does the Atlas take Kate into the past when she retrieves it in the cavern,
	 and how does she return again without the book? Is Dr. Pym controlling these 		
	 movements?

• 	 Why is Cavendish, the Countess’s Secretary, the first one to tell Kate the book’s 		
	 name? What does he mean when he says, “the Atlas is an ocean of power”? (p. 290)

• 	 Why doesn’t Kate tell Michael and Emma that she has seen their mother in the past?	
	 Discuss the role that emotion plays in Kate’s interactions with the book and her		
	 visions of past and future. What does Dr. Pym mean when he says that Kate would	
	 only access her power when her “heart is healed”? (p. 235) How does the trip into the 	
	 past help that happen?

• 	 Why does it take so long for the children to learn the true name of the book, The 	
	 Atlas of Time? What information do you think Dr. Pym is still withholding from 		
	 them? Why doesn’t he tell them he knows their parents?

• 	 Why does Kate go back to the Countess after the battle in the cavern and tell no one 
	 else she is going? What does she mean when she says that time was like a river 		
	 that“had a will of its own . . . you had to be willing to sacrifice . . . you had to force it 	
	 to change”? (p. 332)

• 	 Who is the Dire Magnus and why could he not exist for long on the boat? What is 	
	 his power over Kate and how does she resist?

• 	 Compare Gabriel’s sacrifice at the dam to Kate’s when she goes back to the Countess, 
	 Michael’s when he jumps back on the boat, and Emma’s when she returns to Gabriel 	
	 in the cavern. What does each of these characters have in common?

• 	 How does Kate know where to take the Countess in time when she appears in the 	
	 bedroom? Do you think this is the last Kate will see of the Countess?

•	 What is the prophecy that involves all three of the children? What predictions can 	
	 you make for what will happen in future volumes of this story?          


